DANZIG

The succeeding six years of French rule were a
period of decline for Danzig, The French Treasury
made heavy demands on the city. The system of
Imperial 'licences', as well as the vast extension
of smuggling, placed Danzig, which was cut off
from Poland by West Prussia, in a most difficult
position.

After the defeat of Napoleon the old plans, those
directed against Frederick, were revived. In the
year 1812 the military party in St Petersburg
unconditionally demanded the Vistula frontier.
In January 1813, the Russians even occupied
Konigsberg and wanted to keep Danzig entirely
to themselves. Frederick William sent troops to
save at least Danzig for himself, but there he
found the Poles again, who were determined to
defend their city. The Russian High Command
vainly tried to induce them to desert, but even
the taking of Warsaw in February 1813, failed to
deflect the Poles from their purpose. (The blood
bath of Praga, the Warsaw suburb, which accom-
panied this incident, seems mere child's play
to-day, in the light of what the heroic Nazi army
has done to Warsaw in September 1939.) After
the Capitulation of November 1813, Tsar Alex-
ander had the French garrison of the city of
Danzig taken prisoner and sent to Siberia, while
the Poles were allowed, after being disarmed, to
withdraw to the Duchy of Warsaw* That was, for
more than a century, the last Polish garrison to
leave the Polish city of Danzig. Frederick William
III, in order to prevent a restoration of the power
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